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Internet users, software developers, academics, entrepreneurs--basically everybody is now aware of the

importance of considering privacy as a core part of our online experience. User demand, along with

various national or regional laws, have made privacy important. And privacy is an all-encompassing,

complex topic. For newcomers to computer networking, I recommend Brian Kernighan’s excellent work

[1]. However, how do regular people--in our many capacities--feel about privacy? Lukas Antoine presents

a series of experiments aimed at better understanding how people throughout the world understand

privacy, including how this impacts views on security.

Privacy is often portrayed as a value in tension with surveillance, particularly state surveillance, in the

name of security. Conventional wisdom presents the idea of the privacy calculus, that is, it is often

assumed that individuals continuously evaluate the costs and benefits of divulging their personal data,

sharing data when they expect a positive net outcome and denying it otherwise. This framework has been

accepted for decades, and the author wishes to challenge it. This book is clearly his doctoral thesis on

political sciences, and its contents are as thorough as would be expected in this kind of work.

The author presents three empirical studies based on cross-survey analysis. The first experiment

explores the security justifications for surveillance and how they influence support. The second one looks

at whether the stance on surveillance can be made dependent on personal convenience or financial cost.

The third study explores whether privacy attitude is context-dependent or can be seen as a stable

personality trait. The specific take, including the framing of the tension between privacy and surveillance,

has long been studied [2]; however, as Sannon et al’s 2022 article shows [3], social and technological

realities require our understanding to be continuously kept up to date.

The book is for readers who want an in-depth look at the topic. I have authored several works on different

aspects of privacy [4,5], but this book did get me thinking on many issues I had not previously considered.

Looking for comparable works, the chapter organization in Friedewald et al.’s 2017 book seems to follow

a similar thought line [6].

In summary, the conceptual and theoretical frameworks and presented studies are thorough and clear.

The author is honest in explaining when his hypotheses are confirmed or disproven. My complaint

concerns the attention paid to editorial aspects, for example, the sub-subsection depth is often excessive

and unclear. Also, when publishing monographs based on doctoral works, it is customary to no longer

refer to the work as a “thesis” and to soften some of the formal requirements such a work often has (thus

producing a more readable book). This book seems just like the mass-market version of an otherwise

very interesting and well-made thesis. The book includes many theoretical references, and the author

does a very good job of explaining his path. However, it’s a heavy read, especially for those not from the

social sciences tradition.
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